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The architects favour a clear and transparent projec-
tion of the railway's image to the city, with the end of via
Indipendenzaseen as anurban axis by means of Plazza Fonte,
the main external access opening onto the via Matteotti flyo-
ver. The existing building on the corner of via Pietramellara is
replaced by a green square closely related to platform 1, and
the construction of a new symbaolic volume for public use.

The station volume is a single compact shell. With a
maximum height of 20 metres, it lets natural light into all
the different parts of the station through well-articulated
roofs. The orientation of the main east access, facing the
Matteotti bridge, revolutionizes the traditional "through’
layout of the Bologna station. From its entrance passengers
gain a full perception of the station's functions, directions
and platforms, with direct access to these, as in "terminal’
train stations.

On the west side of the main volume, a flyover crosses
the railway lines to connect the new Bologna City Council
buildings by Mario Cucinella, on the site of the ex-fruit and
vegetable market to the north, with the service projects
specified by the competition brief in area 1, between the
Bovi Campeggi and Cipriani roads. Instead of a north=-south
underground link, as envisaged to date, the novelty of the
proposal is that of an openly visible route. Together with the

intermediate link between via Nicolo
dell’Arca and via Amendola, It pro-

: vides a web of connections betwean
The station

volume is a single
compact shell
With a maximum
height of 20
metres

the historic city and Bolognina. The
functions related to the rail junction,
such as shops, are present to a suf-
ficient degree but do not overshadow
the station's institutional image. The
shops are situated along the slab’s
three strips: to the north and above
the High Speed station, along the con-
necting route on the west side of the station, and the strip at
the end of the platforms parallel to the main front and to the
Matteotti bridge. The receptive and management functions
are detached from the station, im the area south west of it
and east of the Matteotti bridge.

As regards the relation to urban context, the general
objective is to interpret the new station as an environmental
infrastructure which connects the open spaces of this part
of the city to fragments of urban landscape. In this respect,
the cycle links include a north-south underpass from via
Fioravanti to via Amendola, and cycle tracks linking the "sta-
tion entrance-east” 2H area, where a multi-level cycle park
i= planned. Ls
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